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SUBJECT:  PAK  SECURITY  FORCES  CAPTURE  HIGH-LEVEL  TALIBAN 
LEADER  MULLAH  OBAIDULLAH  AKHUND 

Classified  By:  Ambassador  Ryan  Crocker,  Reasons  1.4  (b),  (d) 

J.1 . (U)  Local  newspapers  reported  on  March  2 that  Pakistani 

security  forces  had  captured  high-ranking  Taliban  leader 
Mullah  Obaidullah  Akhund,  along  with  up  to  five  others,  on 
February  26  in  Quetta.  An  anonymous  Pakistani  official  said 
that  two  of  those  captured  with  Obaidullah  "could  be"  Amir 
Khan  Haqgani,  a Taliban  commander  in  Zabul,  and  Abdul  Bari, 
the  former  governor  of  Helmand  province. 

^2.  (S/NF)  This  is  Obaidullah, s second  arrest.  He 
surrendered  to  Afghan  security  forces  in  early  2002,  but  was 
later  released  as  part  of  a broad  Taliban  amnesty  deal  with 
the  Afghan  government. 

J.3 . (S/NF)  Comment:  This  is  an  important  arrest.  Many  consider 
Obaidullah  to  be  the  military  chief  of  the  Taliban  forces  and 
the  third  highest  ranking  Taliban  member.  He  is  also  one  of 
the  most  senior  Taliban  officials  arrested  since  the  group 
was  ousted  from  power  in  November  2001.  Obaidullah  is  reputed 
to  be  a key  Taliban  fund-raiser  who  was  responsible  for 
doling  out  operational  funds.  Some  observers  believe 
Obaidullah 's  capture  could  cause  logistical  and 
organizational  disruptions,  albeit  only  temporarily.  End 
Comment . 
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